Splendid isolation? The pros and cons of single rooms for the NHS.
Nightingale wards remained the layout of choice in most NHS hospitals until the 1960s, when racetrack wards and bay areas with between four and six beds were introduced. More recently, a case has been made for more single-room accommodation in new hospital designs and some have argued for the abolition of all shared accommodation. This article explores the evidence on the advantages and disadvantages of such moves.